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We had been expecting seaplanes all the morning ; none had
appeared, but on die way back to Tenedos, I saw two taxi-ing
round the Ark RoyaL They had not been able to fly since the
19th, on account of rough weather, and on this occasion it was
too calm for them to rise off the water. When they eventually
did so, they could not rise to any great height, with the result
that their very gallant pilots were continually shot up by rifle
fire.

In the meantime de Robeck had signalled to Admiral Garden,
asking permission to land demolition parties at once, but he did
not wish to land anybody until seaplane reconnaissance had
been carried out, and when the report eventually came, it was
too late to disembark the Marines from the transports, which
were still at anchor off Tenedos. So he decided to postpone
the landing until next morning.

I returned to the Grasshopper with Ramsay (the gunnery
commander) and went up the Dardanelles, to select a position
for a ship to observe the Queen Elizabeth's indirect fire, over the
Peninsula, at the forts in the Narrows. When we arrived, we
found the Majestic and Albion,, preceded by sweepers, four miles
up the Straits, the latter engaging Fort 8 at a range of 12,000
yards. They were being fired at by concealed guns and howitzers
from the high land; these were annoying, but not formidable
or very dangerous to armoured ships.

At the entrance, the Vengeance and Irresistible were covering
parties which de Robeck had landed from those two ships at
Kum Kale and Sedd el Bahr respectively just before I returned.
He had decided to do this without waiting for Admiral Garden's
reply, in order to take advantage of the probably only temporary
absence of the enemy from the vicinity of the forts, from which
they had been seen streaming, when the Majestic and Triumph
had thrown a few shells into them from the rear. This with-
drawal was mentioned in the seaplanes' report I have referred to,
and had decided Admiral Garden to land the next day. After
Ramsay had selected a position from which to observe the
Queen Elizabeth's indirect fire, I ordered the Grasshopper to close
the Vengeance \ as we passed the Majestic she was hit two or
three times, and we were straddled by two six-inch shells, which
were probably intended for her. One carried away our wireless,
and the other wrecked the whaler, which was about to be manned